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Lesson 11.—Prayer in the Christian’s Life. 
Matthew 6:5-15; 7:7-11; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 
18:9-14; John 14:13-17; James 5:13-18; 

1 John 5:14, 15. 
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Home To Stay 
By Ellen McKay Trimmer 


THINK not of the streets of gold, 

But closer to my heart I hold 
Heaven’s promise of a sin-free heart 
In which no self shall have a part, 
Life’s battle o’er, the vict’ry won 
The struggle with temptation done. 


I dream not now of angels fair, 
Methinks my Saviour’s presence there 
Will captivate my ransomed gaze 
Through Heaven's everlasting days; 
To see my Jesus face to face 

Will make the angels commonplace. 


I long not for my mansion bright, 

But thrill to know there'll be no night, 
No partings dark in Heav’n—no tears, 
No sunsets filled with death and fears, 
But all God's children home to stay 
Will fellowship in endless day. 


Calvin and Edwards 
on Preparation 


Some ministerial students today 
would be almost shocked by the views 
on adequate preparation which were 
held by Jonathan Edwards and John 
Calvin, and yet they deserve a hearing 
because of the great work accomplished 
by these two spiritual giants. In a biog- 
raphy of Jonathan Edwards by the 
Editor of the Tres, which is included 
in “The Life and Diary of David Brain- 
erd” (Moody Press) is the following: 
“In September, 1720, just before his sev- 
enteenth birthday, Jonathan Edwards 


graduated from Yale College with the 
highest honors. He continued on in 
graduate study for nearly two years, and 
in June or July, 1722, was licensed to 
preach the Gospel. In September, 1723, 
he received the degree of master of arts 
from Yale, and was elected as a tutor. 
Though he supplied the pulpit of a small 
church in New York City for several 
months, he could not agree to accept a 
permanent charge until he had spent six 
years in study after his graduation from 
college. Remarking'that in this Jona- 
than Edwards was like John Calvin, 
who, even after he had published his 
‘Institutes of the Christian Religion,’ ‘did 
not consider himself as sufficiently ma- 
ture in knowledge to undertake the pas- 
toral office,’ Dr. Samuel Miller cannot 
resist the following observation: ‘When 


will young men, unspeakably inferior 
to these master-minds, both in capacity 
and attainment, learn to resist that spirit 
of superficial, presumptuous haste, which 
is hurrying them prematurely into the 
pulpit, and burdening the church, to a 
lamentable extent, with “blind leaders 
of the blind”?’” The opinions of Jona- 
than Edwards, John Calvin, and Dr. 
Samuel Miller, who was professor of 
ecclesiastical history and church gov- 
ernment in Princeton Seminary in 1856, 
bear out very strongly the thoughts re- 
cently expressed in this column under 
the title “Why Spend Time in Train- 
ing?” (Jan. 29.) If we think they were 
extreme, it is well to remember that they 
never could have done such lasting work 
without such long and careful prepara- 
tion. 


.& 


The Nature of Saving Faith 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


HAT kind of faith saves? The 

W New Testament insists that all 
men need saving from sin and its 

doom. It also insists men are not saved 
by works of righteousness they do, or 
by any self-effort. Rather, “By grace 
are ye saved through faith” (Eph. 
2:8). God graciously provides salvation 
through Christ, but man may not earn 
it. It is the gift of God, received by 


faith. But what kind of faith? Some 
people are astray here. James evi- 
dently knew some such folk. They 


knew they could be saved only by faith 
in Christ. They professed to believe; 
yet, as James looked at them, he saw 
something was wrong. Their lives didn’t 
tally with their claim to be Christians. 
For instance, they could see another 
Christian destitute, needing food and rai- 








i Comfort for Dark Days 





“Have not I commanded thee? 
Be strong and of a good courage; 
be not afraid, neither be thou dis- 
mayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou 
goest” (Josh. 1:9). 




















ment, yet do nothing practical about it. 
Oh, they expressed the pious hope he 
might be warmed and filled, but they 
never lifted a hand or gave a dollar to 
realize that hope. So James asks, “If 
a man say he hath faith, but have not 
works? can that faith save him?” (Jas. 
2:14, A.S.V.) He implies that the faith 
that fails to issue in a Christian quality 
of life and character is a counterfeit 
and a delusion. What, then, is the nature 
of the faith that makes a real Christian? 

1. Saving faith is accompanied by re- 
pentance, by heart sorrow for sin and 
a heart purpose to depart from evil. 
Faith and repentance are spiritual twins, 
born together at the start of a Chris- 
tian experience. And they grow to- 
gether in a true Christian life as new 
sins are repented of and brought in faith 
to Christ for pardon and cleansing. A 
professed Christian who still loves sin, 
who goes lightheartedly on in sin, is not 
the real thing. John wrote, “Whosoever 
is born of God doth not commit sin” 
(1 John 3:9). He did not mean that a 
Christian is sinless, but that he does 
not go on in sin. The Greek present 
tense is the tense of continuing action. 
Has a real break with our old, sin- 
loving life been made? Do we hate the 
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sins we find lingering in our lives? Do 
we sincerely confess them and seek di- 
vine grace to overcome them? To pro- 
fess to be saved while carelessly living 
in sin is to be deceived. That kind of 
faith never saved anyone. True saving 
faith is accompanied by repentance that 
turns us from sin. 

2. Again, a saving faith is a committing 
faith. It is more than believing the 
Gospel scheme, more than knowing God’s 
plan of salvation and assenting to its 
truth and reality. Saving faith does 
believe with the mind that Christ is the 
sinner’s one and only Saviour, but sav- 
ing faith goes beyond the intellect to 
include the will. It not only assents 
to the truth of the Gospel, but also 
consents to trust Christ personally. Paul 
wrote, “I know whom I have believed, 
and am persuaded that he is able to 
keep that which I have committed unto 
him...” (2 Tim. 1:12). For him, be- 
lieving on Christ meant commitment to 
Christ. When you take a doctor to be 
your doctor, you commit your case into 
his hands. No matter how strong your 
conviction that he is an excellent physi- 
cian, just the man you need, your faith 
in him will avail nothing till it passes 
from believing he can help you to letting 
him do so by trusting yourself to him 
for treatment. Is your case committed 
to the hands of the Lord Jesus, the Great 
Physician? If not, will you not just now 
pause and commit yourself to Him in 
meaningful prayer? 

3. All this leads on to the fact that 
saving faith is marked by submission to 
Christ. When you commit yourself to 








A Change in the Staff 


ISS EMILY D. SMITH has resigned 

as Correspondence Editor, a posi- 
tion which she has held for the past ten 
years. During that time she has an- 
swered hundreds, if not thousands, of 
letters from all parts of the world re- 
lating to the Christian life. She will be 
working part of the time as Registrar 
of Manna Bible Institute, Philadelphia, 
and part time in a Bible teaching min- 
istry, as the Lord may lead. 

The Editor has appointed his own sec- 
retary, Miss E. May Rickards, as Cor- 
respondence Editor. Miss Rickards has 
been in the Editorial Department of THE 
‘Sunpay Scuoot Trmes for some years, 
and is thoroughly familiar with the edi- 
torial work, since she has served as 
proofreader, manuscript clerk, secretary 
to the Associate Editor, and for the past 
ten years secretary to the Editor. 

The Editor is now looking for a new 
secretary, a Christian young woman who 
is a good typist, although she does not 
need to know shorthand since the Editor 
uses the Ediphone. He would prefer to 
have someone who now lives in or near 
Philadelphia rather than someone mov- 
ing from another city, 
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a doctor, you put yourself under his 
orders, Otherwise there is no real com- 
mitment, no true trust. And so, when 
we trust ourselves to Christ as our Sav- 
iour, of necessity we accept Him as our 
Master, we submit to be ruled by Him. 
For, how else can He be free to “treat” 
our case, and deliver us from sin? Do 
we profess to be saved and yet persist 
in disregarding the known will and 
teaching of Christ? To continue in dis- 
obedience to Him must bring our faith 
into question. Truly saving faith is ac- 
companied with habitual submission to 
the rule of Christ. 

4. Finally, we should note that a sav- 
ing faith is a fruit-bearing faith. The 
fruits of a true and saving faith will 
appear in the lives of such as have that 
faith. 

One of these is a hidden life of com- 
munion with God. How can a man have 
a saving faith who never engages in 
secret prayer, who never spends time 
with his Bible, who has neither heart 
nor time to commune with God as his 
Father, with Christ as his Saviour, and 
with the Holy Spirit as his Comforter? 
Yet some who think themselves Chris- 
tians show little sign of any hidden life 
of communion with God. If you have 
no inclination to pray, no appetite for 
God’s Word; if you never lift up your 
heart in praise and thanksgiving to the 
Father; then the saving quality of your 
professed faith is open to question; for 
one fruit of a true faith is the hidden 
life of communion with God. 

Another such fruit is separation from 
the world, Our Lord said of His dis- 
ciples, “They are not of the world, even 
as I am not of the world” (John 17:16). 
Could He say that of you and me? How 
was He “not of the world”? He was 
sociable, approachable, kind to sinners, 
but He never participated in their sins. 
He was “holy, harmless, undefiled, sep- 
arate from sinners” (Heb. 7:26). And 
by His apostle, He calls us to be not 
conformed to this world (Rom. 12:2). 
But if our maxim be “When in Rome, 
do as Rome does”; if we draw no line 
as to how far we will go with unbe- 
lievers in their modes, habits, and con- 
duct, how can it be said of us that we 
are not of the world? The faith that 
fails to make a difference between a 
believer and a worldling is a dead, un- 
saving faith, 

Last of all, a saving faith bears fruit 
in the Christian graces and in deeds of 
love. “The fruit of the Spirit,” wrote 
Paul, “is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, 
temperance” (Gal. 5:22, 23). Where the 
Holy Spirit indwells the heart and con- 
trols the life these lovely graces appear 
in the life, and by such fruit the real 
Christian is known. In the same chap- 
ter Paul speaks of the “faith which 
worketh by love” (5:6). If love for 
Christ holds us, we shall act to spread 
the Gospel and win others to Him. If 
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love for Christ rules us, so will love for 
all for whom He died. Real Christians 
do not merely hope for the naked to be 
clothed and the hungry to be fed, they 
work and give to such ends. They heed 
the words of John, “My little children, 
let us not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in truth. And 
hereby we know that we are of the 
truth, and shall assure our hearts be- 
fore him” (1 John 3:18). ' 

Is ours the kind of faith that saves, 
a faith accompanied by repentance, the 
faith of commitment and submission, a 
faith bearing fruit in the Christian graces 
and deeds of love and mercy? If not, 
that faith can be ours and will be the 
moment we turn with all our heart to 
the Lord. If you have been a Christian 
only in name, you can this day become 
one in reality. With all sincerity pray: 

Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart; 

Come quickly from above; 
Write Thy new name upon my heart, 
Thy. new, best name of love. 
He will do it for those who mean what 
they pray. His promise is, “Ye shall seek 
me, and find me, when ye shall search 
for me with all your heart” (Jer. 29:13), 


Notes on Open Letters 


Hurricanes and Floods 


Would it be possible, through the 
Notes on Open Letters column, for 
some Biblical authority to explain the 
recent increase in hurricanes and 
floods, also the originator of them. 

Some people think that the Devil is 
instrumental in bringing this suffer- 
ing upon the people in order to make 
them blame God for it. 

Others think that God is trying to 
make people realize their insignificance 
as compared to His power and as a 
result turn to Him as their Saviour. 
—A Maine reader. 


The Editor cannot explain, beyond 
question, “the recent increase in hurri- 
canes and floods, also the originator of 
them.” Many feel that atomic ex- 
plosions, which have been occurring 
since 1945, have affected the weather, 
and this does seem possible, in view of 
the tremendous power generated by 
atomic and hydrogen bombs. But the 
scientists maintain that this is not so. 


We know that God brought the great 
Flood on the earth because of the wick- 
edness of man. He said: “I will de- 
stroy man whom I have created from the 
face of the earth; both man, and beast, 
and the creeping thing, and the fowls 
of the air; for it repenteth me that I 
have made them” (Gen, 6:7). But this 
was a special act of God at a certain 
era in the world’s history, and does not 
prove that He is causing hurricanes and 
floods today for the same reason. In 
fact, the Lord Jesus warned the people 


(Continued on page 175) 
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IV. A Brief History of Heresies 


What is the first heresy to teach 
the divinity of man? 


mental doctrine of Modernism is that 

man is divine. A survey of the his- 
tory of heresies will show that this doc- 
trine is unique. In the history of the 
Christian church no other heresy except 
Modernism has taught the divinity of 
man. Thus Modernism can be distin- 
guished from all other heresies as “the 
apostasy.” 

The heresies of the early church dealt 
with the Trinity or the person of Christ. 
Sabellianism denied the Scriptural dis- 
tinction between the persons of the Trin- 
ity. Docetism denied the reality of the 
Lord’s body, and therefore denied the 
reality of the Incarnation. The Ebionites 
denied the deity of Christ. Arianism 
taught that Christ was more than a man 
but less than God, and thus also denied 
His deity. It is important to note that 
these early heresies did not deal with 
the doctrine of man or anthropology. 
Pelagianism, which appeared in the fifth 
century, seems to be the first heresy of 
any importance to deal with anthropol- 
ogy. Pelagius denied the doctrine of 
original sin and its consequences. He 
taught that man had ability to work out 
his own salvation, and thus the Atone- 
ment was not necessary. 

The great heresy of the Middle Ages 
was Roman Catholicism. It substituted 
an infallible church for an infallible 
Bible, and took the Bible away from the 
people. By ritual and paganism it sup- 
pressed the true doctrines of Christian- 
ity. However, the Reformation restored 
the Word of God to the people, and then 
Satan conceived his master plan and 
final strategy. 


Satan’s Final Plan 


Modernism is Satan’s final plan to 
overthrow Christianity. This heresy had 
its beginnings in the rationalism and 
pantheism of the seventeenth century. 
Pantheism had appeared in the church 
before this time, but it had never gained 
a large hearing and had been condemned. 

Baruch Spinoza (born 1632)) is gen- 
erally considered the one who laid the 
foundation for the pantheism that be- 
came the basis of German philosophy 
and theology. Christian Wolff (1679- 
1754) built upon ‘the foundation that 
Spinoza had laid. He tried to develop 
theology into an exact science like 
mathematics. His system was further 
developed by John Semler (1725-1791). 

Many consider Semler to be the father 
of modern rationalism. He attacked the 
canon of Scripture and sought to dis- 
credit the authority of most of the books 
of the Bible. His “apparatus for Lib- 
eral Interpretation of the Old Testa- 


I: HAS been shown that the funda- 


This fourth article in the series on 
“The Final Apostasy Identified,” by 
the president of the Detroit Bible 
Institute, identifies a number of the 
principal false teachings that have 
plagued the Christian church from 
apostolic times to the present. Next 
week, Dr. Aldrich will discuss the 
kinship between Neo-Orthodoxy and 
Modernism. 








ment” laid the broad foundation for the 
“historico-critical” school. The “Schaff- 
Herzog Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge” calls him “the founder of 
historical criticism of the Bible.” 1 

Another important figure in the origin 
of destructive Higher Criticism of the 
Bible was Jean Astruc, a French physi- 
cian (1684-1766). On the basis of the 
discovery that different divine titles are 
used for God in certain sections of Gene- 
sis, he originated the documentary the- 
ory. This theory teaches that Genesis 
was not written by Moses but was 
formed by a collection of older docu- 
ments. Astruc was followed by Karl 
Eichhorn (1781-1854), who added to the 
documentary theory the supposed liter- 
ary peculiarities of the supposed differ- 
ent documents. The documentary the- 
ory was extended to other parts of the 
Bible, and was defended and expanded 
by such men as DeWette, Schleier- 
macher, Hupfeld, and finally, in the 
nineteenth century, Graf and Welhausen, 

The result of Higher Criticism was to 
undermine authority in the Word of God 
and to deny the fact of revelation. 
Higher Criticism has worked as the 
handmaid of German philosophy to de- 
throne a personal God and put humanity 
in His place. Blunt’s “Dictionary of 
Sects, Heresies, and Schools of Thought” 
makes this significant statement: “Mate- 
rialism and the worship of humanity 
seem to be the natural terminus of ra- 
tionalism.” 2 In another place Blunt de- 
clares: “To do away with the notion 
of a personal deity has ever since 
[Spinoza] been the aim of German 
philosophy.” 3 

Modernism had its inception in the 
philosophy and rationalism of the sev- 
enteenth century, but did not become 
a widespread heresy in the church un- 





1“New Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia of Re- 
ligious Knowledge.” Article on John Semler 
(Baker Book House, Grand Rapids 6, Mich., 
13 vols., $4.50 each). 
2“Dictionary of Sects, 


Heresies, Ecclesi- 


astical Parties, and Schools of Thought.” By 

John Henry Blunt. 

(out of print). 
*Ibid., article on Pantheism. 


Article on Rationalism 


By ROY L. ALDRICH, Th.D. 


til the eighteenth and nineteenth cen- 
turies. In these centuries the great 
leaders of rationalism and Higher Criti- 
cism lived and worked. Since its in- 
ception Modernism has been on the in- 
crease until it is now the dominant 
factor in the professing Christian church, 
Neo-Orthodoxy, as will be shown later, 
is only another form of Modernism. 

This brief survey of the heresies of 
the church has been given to show that 
no heresy except Modernism has taught 
the deity of man. It is true that, now 
and then, throughout all the history of 
the church there have been fanatics 
who have claimed to be the Messiah or 
an incarnation of deity, but no such 
person ever claimed that his followers 
were also divine, and no such person 
ever gained a widespread following in 
the church, 


Few Heresies That Resemble Modernism 


Blunt’s “Dictionary of Sects, Heresies, 
and Schools of Thought” lists and de- 
fines 155 heresies and sects that date 
from the first century to the time of 
the Reformation. Of this list there is 
only one heresy with a doctrinal resem- 
blance to present-day Modernism. It 
was originated by Amalric of Bena 
(twelfth century), who taught a form 
of pantheism. He was deposed from his 
position in the University of Paris and 
his teachings were condemned. Amal- 
ric died of grief, and ten of his followers 
were burned as heretics, 

Blunt has also listed and defined 134 
Continental, English, and Scottish sects 
existing at the time of the Reformation 
and later, On this list the Servetians 
are the only heretics who might be con- 
sidered as believing doctrines akin to 
Modernism. Miguel Servede (1509-1553) 
taught a Unitarianism that was basically 
pantheistic, He was put to death for his 
heresy. 

It was not until the seventeenth cen- 
tury that rationalism and pantheism 
gained a foothold in the church, and it 
was not until the eighteenth and nine- 
teenth centuries that these systems de- 
veloped into Modernism and became 
widespread and popular. The assertion 
that Modernism is the first heresy of 
the church to teach the divinity of man 
is, therefore, seen to be historically true. 


(To be continued) 
w 


All spiritual gifts are ours in the Risen 
Saviour. From the wilderness of the 
earth even to the river that makes glad 
the city of God, and unto the glassy sea 
on which the sun never goes down, is 
our border.—F. B. Meyer, D.D. 
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Back to Normal 
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When Christ entered a disordered mind and restored a man to his family and to society 


T WAS enough to drive a fellow in- 

sane. Martin, the kid brother, age 
twenty-four, was being bossed around 
again by his elder brother. It was Mar- 
tin’s motorcycle, yet now, big brother 
Al was insisting that it be sold in order 
to pay some family debt or other, Every 
one knew that the bill could have been 
paid easily, if Al had not recently lost 
money at gambling. In defiance, Mar- 
tin seized his motorcycle and rode away 
at breakneck speed. A week later, he 
was picked up by the police in San 
Angelo, three hundred miles away, ex- 
hausted and in a delirium. 

When they brought him home, Martin 
was in no condition to participate un- 
supervised in the life of his home. He 
sat for hours in the corner, or stood 
statuelike in the middle of the room, 
the saliva drooling from his mouth. He 
had to be cared for like a child. His 
face was blank, but sometimes unac- 
countable emotions played over it. Oc- 
ecasionally, he broke out laughing when 
there was nothing funny. Sometimes he 
spoke a word or a sentence, but what 
he said had no relationship to his sur- 
roundings. He either forgot or refused 
to eat at times, apparently for mere 
lack of interest. However, he allowed 
himself to be spoon-fed by his already 
overworked mother. 


N EARLY removal to a sanitarium 

was arranged. Here he was carefully 
attended with “precautionary” nursing 
care. His difficulty was diagnosed as 
acute schizophrenia, and he was here 
given a mild form of insulin shock. 
Since this form of treatment was new 
in those days, he did not receive as 
effective and rigorous treatment as it 
should have been. In fact, it is difficult 
now to see how it could have been at 
all effective. In those days, we were 
fearful of overdoing it and had no ex- 
perience in it. 

To watch him at night, we hired Mr. 
Smith, a Christian man, unemployed in 
those depression days. Mr. Smith knew 
nothing of the care of mental patients, 
and consequently he did exactly what 
he should have done. He treated Martin 
in a matter-of-fact manner and took him 
seriously. He never “talked down” to 
him. He tried vainly to understand him. 
Often he brought to me some of Mar- 
tin’s remarks that he was trying to fig- 
ure out. Most people would have said, 


“That is just his crazy talk,” and would 
have promptly forgotten about it. Mr. 
Smith, however, was trying to peer 
through the mists of Martin’s disordered 
mind and help him all that he could. More 
than that, he was burdened to pray fer- 
vently for his patient. 


That is why Mr. 





By PHILIP B. MARQUART, M.D. 
Professor of Psychology at Wheaton College 


Smith was finally prepared, by yielding 
to the indwelling Spirit, to do the very 
thing that brought Martin back again 
to better than normal. But before this 
happened, and to make it more effective, 
he endeared himself to his patient by his 
deep concern for him, so that the Holy 
Spirit could use him. There are some 
such patients who can be loved back to 
a more normal adjustment. 


EVERAL months after the doubtful 
insulin treatment, Martin began sud- 

denly to make rapid strides back to nor- 
mal. We all wondered what had happened 
to him. In spite of this progress, there 
was an obvious religious tinge to his 
recovery. In those days, all of us were 
inclined to look askance at any religious 
trends in schizophrenic patients. One 
of the most forbidden things in mental 
hospitals was to “talk religion” to a 
schizophrenic. Bibles were removed 
from their presence, and they were not 
allowed to attend services. Sin, guilt, 
and hell were never to-be mentioned, 
and consequently Bible-believing chap- 
lains were by no means allowed to con- 
tact them. Only Liberals who would 
mouth their nothings in worthless ser- 
mons were allowed in mental hospitals. 

I, myself, was then a newborn and 
poorly instructed Christian, and I knew 
no better than my peers in these matters. 
In fact, it was this case of Martin that 
taught me what Christ can do for a 
schizophrenic patient. 

Mr. Smith soon noticed that there was 
a definite undercurrent of guilt in Mar- 
tin’s meanderings and preoccupations. 
He also knew the cure for guilt, which 
is Christ, and felt led to tell Martin the 
old, old story that had led to forgive- 
ness and cleansing in his own guilty past. 
He realized that he would have to do 
this secretly, because no one would back 
him up in it. I am glad that he neg- 
lected to tell me of his intention, for I 
would probably have forbidden it. 

Martin was led to the great Physician 
who promises to us a sound mind. When 
Martin saw the love of the real, personal 
Christ toward him, a sinner, his heart 
melted, and he took Christ as his Sav- 
iour, even in the midst of his delusions. 
It was his deep need for affection that 
made it possible for him to focus his 
shattered mind upon the story of Jesus 
and His love for him. Mr. Smith told 
me later that Martin was carrying on 
normal conversation within seconds after 
the great transaction was consummated. 

When I noticed Martin’s sudden im- 
provement and was puzzled about it, I 
called Martin to talk to him. 

“Sure, I know I’m better now,” he said. 
“You see, I just took Jesus Christ as 
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my Saviour for the first time in my life, 
and right away everything came clear 
again. That’s because He is the light.” 

“Who told you about Jesus, Martin?” 

“Why, Mr. Smith did, Doctor. When 
he saw that I was worried about my 
Sins, he just told me that he knew the 
cure for sin. Maybe I wouldn’t have 
listened to Mr. Smith at all, except that 
he was always so kind and so under- 
standing and considerate. But now I 
know why Mr. Smith’s concern for me 
is only a reflection of how wonderfully 
Jesus loves me.” 

“Well,” I said, “it is about time for 
us to make plans for you to go home.” 

“How about a job, Doctor?” queried 
Martin. “I really want a job now. Be- 
fore I didn’t even care.” 

That query stunned me. I had never 
seen a schizophrenic before who did 
very well on any work after he went 
home, nor who was objective enough 
to plan for a job. Ordinarily a socially 
recovered patient does not quite return 
to his former self. There is a lack of 
responsibility and of initiative. He is 
more withdrawn. He does poorly on 
any job, and is usually unemployable. 
In the intervening years of drastic shock 
treatment there has been some improve- 
ment in this clinical picture, but it is 
largely a matter of extended time out 
of the hospital between successive at- 
tacks, if any. 

Much was my surprise, therefore, 
when his brother called me a few days 
later and declared that Martin was not 
only cured of his attack but was better 
than he had ever been. His query was, 
“What magic is this? How come?” 


HAT a wonderful opportunity to 

give him a testimony. He found what 
he saw to be incredible, if not impossible, 
However, our Saviour is the God of the 
impossible. Ever and anon, He finds it 
necessary to perform the incredible be- 
fore our eyes to impart to us some new 
faith and growth in Him. Certainly, 
the writer has seen mental disease in a 
new light, with new Scriptural possibil- 
ities since Martin’s conversion. 

Martin obtained a responsible job in 
a garage, not belonging to his brother. 
It was the first successful job he ever 
held in his life. He promptly vowed 
that he was going to shoulder the re- 
cent expense of his medical care. As a 
part of this job, he had opportunity to 
sell automobiles. A few months later, 
he arranged to sell me my first car. In 
doing so, he reduced the price to me 
by the amount of his own commission on 
the sale, thus paying me a part of his 
bill. This was by no means a conces- 
sion to him in order to get a bill paid. 
In fact, it was one of the most satis- 
factory business deals in which I have 
ever engaged. Martin was businesslike 
in his salesmanship, thorough in his me- 
chanical work, and honest in all his 
dealings with the public. 


WHEATON, ILL. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from all the world 





gious leaders, who recognize the 

loftiness of Jesus’ moral teachings, 
question their originality. They think to 
trace sayings back to their rabbis, as 
when Klausner quotes Rabbi Meier, 
“With what measure a man metes, it 
shall be measured to him in heaven.” 

But Rabbi Meier was not born when 
Jesus uttered Matthew 7:2. 

The Mediator prints a series of such 
aphorisms in the Talmud which resem- 
ble somewhat Christ’s words, but which 
emanate long after Christ’s time. The 
material is drawn from Strack and Bil- 
lerbeck’s “Commentary on the New Tes- 
tament,” and is based on the Talmud 
and Midrash. 

He who is merciful toward his fellow 
creatures shall receive mercy from heaven 
above (Rabbi Beribbi. Third century, 
A.D.). 

Let your yea be yea and your nay be 
nay (Rabbi Abbaye. Died A.D. 338). 

As I have taught you freely, so teach 
you freely (Rabbi Samuel. Died A.D. 257). 

Whosoever makes himself little in this 
world for the sake of the word of the law, 
will be made great in the world to come 
(Rabbi Jeremiah. Died A.D. 250). 

Be rather of the persecuted than of the 
persecutors (Rabbi Abahu. Third Century, 
A.D.) 

Do they say, Take the splinter out of 
thine eye; he will answer, Remove the beam 
out of thine own eye (Rabbi Jochanan. 
A.D. 250). 

He who still has bread in the basket and 
saith, What shall I eat tomorrow? belongeth 
to those of little faith. (Rabbi Eliezer. Died 
A.D. 177). 

How commonplace compared with the 
majesty of the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ! Truly “no man ever spake as 
this man.” 


oJ eos, Notes.—Various Jewish reli- 





Joseph Rabinowitsch, exploring for a 
colony site in Palestine in the early 
eighties of the last century, became con- 
Scious of the Messiahship of Jesus, and, 
returning to Russia, established a Chris- 
tian community among Jews of Odessa 
—the Church of the Israelites of the 
New Covenant. It suffered much from 
Russian control, then in Hitlerian days, 
and later from Communists. Its last 
members were exiled to Siberia and 
were heard of no more. However, one, 
very aged, reached Tel Aviv in Palestine 
two years ago and was welcomed by 
the Messianic community of Jerusalem. 
It was as the handing of a torch from 
Kischenev to the Messianic Judaism of 
the Holy Land. 


International House, New York, is a 
part of the Riverside complex, just north 
of Columbia University. It is close to 
Union Seminary and the French Gothic 
Riverside Church both in location and 


spiritually. Built by Mr. Rockefeller for 
foreign students, it provides for their 
inner life with a variegated Bible, placed 
in each bedroom, and made up of selec- 
tions from the Koran, the Bhagavad-Gita, 
Buddhist writings, and the Christian 
Scriptures. It is called “the Interfaith 
Bible.” 


Four years ago an International House 
of a different order than the cigarette- 
smoking New York house of the same 
name was opened in London. In it rep- 
resentatives of sixty-seven nations have 
already lived. Related to it, have grown 
up two other International Houses, in 
Liverpool and. Newcastle. The London 
House has accommodations for eighty- 
four, but homes are found for hundreds 
more. “We ask people to take these 
Students into their families and to treat 
them as their own sons and daughters. 
No one is turned away. All the resources 
of God are available for us.” So writes 
Miss Hilda Porter, the leader of this 
admirable work. They introduce for- 
eign students to churches, help them 
with their problems, find work for them, 
guide the wives to schooling and prac- 
tical instruction, find foster parents for 
children. 


This is a work of English Methodism, 
awake to the fact that those to whom 
missionaries in the past have been sent 
are now coming to the sending lands. 
Kindness to bewildered and at times 
hard-pressed young people confirms the 
Christian teaching received. In a visit 
to the Near East and India, Miss Porter 
found many graduates already, whose 
hospitality to their former host was un- 
bounded. 


A German Commission has been set 
to revise the Luther Bible. Many evan- 
gelicals think this desirable; others are 
not so sure. Theological treason does 
not appear to enter in, at least not at 
present. Familiarity with, and love for, 
the Bible is a mark of living piety and 
it is natural that German evangelicals 
should have a burning interest in the 
matter. Indeed, the first Bible Society 
in the world was started by Baron v. 
Constein in 1710 at the center of Pietism, 
the University of Halle. Evangelicals 
are asking that any revision be entrusted 
not to a little group behind closed doors 
who, when their work is finished, would 
simply say, “Take it, or leave it.” There 
should be constant consultation with 
the interested, and frequent reports on 
changes in translation. 

Many resent the proposal as super- 
fluous, expensive, and profitless. One in 
Switzerland writes: “I have long been 


a joyful reader of the Luther Bible and 


By ERNEST GORDON 


even now delight myself in its clear, 
pithy speech. I can’t understand what 
they find to criticize in it. In the new 
church hymnal they have enthusiasti- 
cally introduced even pre-Reformation 
hymns, yet they consider the language 
of the Luther Bible archaic! Antiquated. 
phrases, here and there, give one real 
pleasure. 

“Does anyone believe that a new ver- 
sion will bring multitudes to pick up 
and read the Bible who now let it lie 
unread? Or that the Holy Spirit will 
better be able to do His work through 
it? I am heartily thankful to have for 
personal reading the mighty Luther 
translation, in which I am so at home.” 

Another compares this proposal with 
a former attempt to put Grimm’s “Tales” 
into “modern” German. “The sap and 
quality were lost in an unbelievably 
error-free and pedantic translation. So 
may it be with the Bible in equally 
pedantic hands. So long as the language 
is reasonably understandable, we should 
refrain from trying to give it a new 
hair-do (herumzufrisieren).” 

A third: “Difficulties in language 
bring one to more active thought. I 
cannot but think that the speech of our 
time is too light to lead us into the 
depths of God’s deity. The sinewy, spir- 
itually powerful language of Luther is 
unique. I have other translations for 
comparison, but for my daily bread I 
cannot get myself to read anything save 
the Luther Bible.” 

Which may well be. The English and 
German Reformation Bibles seem to have 
a quality of inspiration which others 
lack—God’s gift to the men of those fate- 
ful martyr times. 


Mrs. Luce, the American ambassador 
to Italy, is the subject of an effusive ac- 
count in Newsweek for January, 1955, 
“Versatile and Crowded Years.” Of the 
present Pope, this granddaughter of a 
Baptist minister is quoted as saying, “If 
there could be such a thing in this mod- 
ern age as a Saint of Public Relations 
he (!) is this Pope.” 

As ambassador, Mrs. Luce speaks “bad 
English” for the American people and 
should tell the truth even about popes, 
if it is necessary to discuss them. In 
manifold public relations with Spain, 
Colombia, Mexico, Italy harmless Chris- 
tian people have been disturbed, per- 
Secuted, even murdered, and the pope- 
saint, who could have stopped it with 
a word, has always avoided intervening. 
And then there were the immense mas- 
sacres of Serbs by Catholic Croats. What 
say you of Pacelli’s connivance in those, 
Mrs, Clare B. Luce? ri 
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LESSON 11. MARCH 13. PRAYER IN THE CHRISTIAN’S LIFE 
Matthew 6:5-15; 7:7-11; Mark 9:14-29; Luke 18: are John 14:13-17; James 5:13-18; 1 John 5:14, 15; 


printed text, Matthew 6:5-8; 7 


:7-11; James 5:13-16 


Golden Text.—Avnd this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing according to his will, he heareth us.—1 John 5:14 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 6:5 And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as 
the hypocrites are: for they love to pray standing in the 
synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have 
their reward. 

6 But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and 
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which 
is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. 

7 But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the 
heathen do: for they think that they shall be heard for 
their much speaking. 

8 Be not ye therefore like unto them: for your Father 
knoweth what om ye have need of, before ye ask him. 


Chap. 7:7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you: 
8 For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 


9 Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread, 
will he give him a stone? 

10 Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent? 

11 If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your children, how much more shall your Father 
which is in ee give one age to om on ask him? 


Jas, §:13 Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is 
any merry? let him sing psalms. 

14 Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders 
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord: 

15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the 
Lord shall raise him up; and if he have committed sins, they 
Shall be forgiven him. 

16 Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for 
another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent 
prayer of a righteous man availeth much. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 








findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened, 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


W Fa ALL claim to believe in prayer 
as the mightiest instrument 
which God has put into the 

hands of feeble men, but our practice 
too often gives the lie to our profes- 
sion. With many of us, prayer (beyond 
our regular saying of prayers) is a last 
resort, to be tried only when everything 
else has failed or threatens to fail. 

So impressed was I with this state of 
affairs on one occasion, that I wrofe a 
pamphlet on the theme, “Alternatives to 
prayer.” I noted that men will put work 
in the place of prayer instead of putting 
prayer back of and into their work; 
they will fight and strive and use politics, 
especially when there is a sneaking feel- 
ing that what they are after is not the 
will of God; they will worry their hair 
gray instead of making their requests 
known unto God; and because they do 
not pray, they do what Christ said would 
be the alternative—they faint. 

Now all this is not really because we 
do not believe in the power of prayer. 
We do, to some extent. But prayer is 
so taxing, so crucifying, so exacting, and 
costs so much heart-searching, that we 
take what we reckon is the easier road, 
and it ends in failure. Why not get back 
to prayer? We ourselves shall be better, 
and we shall see God working. 

In the lesson for July 25, 1954, I quoted 
Archbishop Trench’s sonnet on prayer, 
and I should like to repeat it here: 


Lord, what a change within us one short 
hour 

Spent in Thy presence will avail to make! 

What heavy burdens from our bosoms 
take! 

What parched grounds refresh as with a 
shower! 

We kneel, and all around us seems to 
lower; 

We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 

Stands forth in sunny outline, brave and 


clear; 

We kneel, how weak! we rise, how full of 
power! 

Why, therefore, should we do ourselves 
this wrong, 


Or others—that we are not always strong— 

That we are sometimes overborne with 
care— 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 

Anxious or troubled—when with us is 
prayer, 

And joy and strength and courage are 
with Thee? 


Verse by Verse 

Matt. 6:5—“‘And when thou prayest, 
thou shalt not be as the hypocrites ... 
that they may be seen of men... . They 
have their reward.” With the hypocrite, 
prayer is not a transaction between him 
and God, but an opportunity for dis- 
play. His reward is exactly what he is 
after, public notice—that is all. 

Verse 6.—“. . . enter into thy closet 
. +. pray to thy Father .. . in secret; 
and thy Father . . . shall reward thee 
openly.” True prayer is a secret exer- 
cise. In the “closet” (private room), 
there is no occasion for show. There 
the soul and God meet. The results 
of such meetings will. be manifest to all. 

Verse 7.—“. .. use not vain repetitions, 
as the heathen . . . much speaking.” 


Repetition is a characteristic of all 
heathen ritual. God is not stupid, re- 
quiring that a matter be repeated ad 
nauseam before He grasps it! It is the 
condition of the heart, not the number 
of times we repeat our request, that 
counts with God. 

Verse 8—“. . . your Father knoweth 
what things ye have need of, before ye 
ask him.” We do not convey informa- 
tion to God in our prayers. We only 
express our trust. Otherwise we are 
acting like heathen. 

Chap. 7:7.—“Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” We seem 
to have a progression in intensity here, 
as well as a variety of desire. Asking 
is concerned with needs in general, seek- 
ing indicates a desire for discovery 
which suggests the realm of knowledge, 
and knocking conveys the thought of 
effort toward larger experience or attain- 
ment, 

Verse 8.—“. . . asketh receiveth ... 
seeketh findeth ... knocketh .. . opened.” 
We shall be rewarded according to the 
intensity and nature of our prayers. 
Some will not go beyond the first class, 
while others will go from strength to 
strength, from victory to victory. The 
tense of the verbs indicates continuity. 

Verses 9, 10.—“Or what man... if 
his son ask bread, will he give him a 
stone... fish ...a serpent?” Negative 
amswers are expected. The reason for 
the questions is twofold. First, because 
God’s answers sometimes seem like 
stones or serpents, until we accept them; 
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and second, to enforce the truth of the 
following verse. 


Verse 11.—“, . . how much more shall 
your Father ... give good things to them 
that ask him?” ‘Since we are all sin- 
ners, the term “evil” is appropriate as 
covering all men. The good that “evil” 
men do to their children is strong argu- 
ment for the good which our Father, the 
only and perfectly good one, will do 
us in answer to prayer. 


Jas, 5:13.—“. . . afflicted... pray..- 
marry ... sing psalms.” Every sort of 
circumstance, sad or joyful, should turn 
us to God. Too many turn to prayer 
only in affliction, and express their mer- 
riment in worldly ditties rather than in 
psalms. 


Verse 14—“. . . sick ... call for the 
elders... pray... anointing him with 
oil in the name of the Lord.” Very much 
of a lost practice. Some regard it as 
belonging only to the Hebrew Christians 
of the transition period. Others excuse 
its neglect on the ground of the great 
advances in medicine. The present writer 
believes that it belongs to the Church 
and ought to be restored. In many 
places it is being restored, quite apart 
from healing “movements.” 


Verse 15.—“And the prayer of faith 
shall save the sick .. . sins, they shall 
be forgiven him.” While not all sick- 
nesses are the direct result of sin, yet 
there is frequently a connection, and 
physical and spiritual recovery should 
go together. 


Verse 16.—“Confess .. . and pray... 
that ye may be healed. The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much.” This has nothing to do with 
the auricular confession of the Roman 
Church. It is a privilege to be exer- 
cised within the church fellowship. The 
“righteous man” is the man right with 
God. Through the mediatorship of the 
Lord Jesus, that man’s prayers count, 


The Heart of the Lesson 


There are ways not to pray, and there 
are ways to pray. 

Our Lord tells us two ways not to 
pray. There is a way of praying that 
is characteristic of the hypocrite, and 
there is a way of praying that is char- 
acteristic of the heathen. The one is 
ostentation, and the other is repetition. 

Of the two evils, that of the hypocrite 
is far worse, for his is the sin of an evil 
heart, while that of the heathen is a 
Sin of ignorance. The hypocrite really 
wants to be seen, not heard—seen of 
man, not heard by God. He is interested 
in his reputation as a religious man. So 
he is a religious showman, carefully 
ordering time and place, and developing 
techniques and styles which will duly 
impress the multitude. 

On the other hand, the poor heathen 
is desperately anxious to be heard, but 
does not know God nor the way of ap- 
proach to God. His conception of God 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. March 6.—The Fellowship of Chris- 
tian Love. Acts 2:42-47; 1 Corin- 
thians 13:1-7; Ephesians 2:11-22; 
3:14-19; Colossians 3:12-17; 1 
Thessalonians 3:11-13; 1 John 4:7-11 


Next Week’s Lesson 


‘12. March 20.—Christian Living (Tem- 
perance). Acts 20:17-35; Romans 
6:12-14; Ephesians 5:1-21; Colos- 

Sians 3:1-11; 1 Thessalonians 4: 
1-8; 1 Timothy 4:12; 1 Peter 
1:13-16; 1 John 2:1-17 








is altogether inadequate, so he imagines 
that by much speaking he can command 
the ear of God. 

Now, says the Lord, avoid both of 
these fallacies. Get alone with God. 
Adjust your thought of God. On the 
one hand, remember that He is the holy 
God who will have no put-on. On the 
other hand, remember that He is your 
Heavenly Father, who knows your need 
before you say a word. Therefore speak 
frankly, meaningfully, purposefully, defi- 
nitely, believingly. 

There are stages in the prayer life, 
and degrees of intensity in prayer. There 
are those who ask, and receive; there 
are those who seek, and find; and there 
are those who knock, and it is opened 
to them. The little children ask, in all 
simplicity and faith, and their needs are 
met without any toil or struggle on their 
part; the young men are searching out 
the ways of knowledge and wisdom, 
eager to “grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ” (2 Pet. 3:1), and their 
search is being continually rewarded; 
the fathers are battling with grave 
problems, attempting new spheres of 
service, new avenues of advance in the 
work of the Gospel, and one door after 
another is opened to them, not without 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
HAT is characteristic of the hypo- 
crite’s praying? 
2. How did Daniel’s open praying differ 
from that of the hypocrite? 
3. What is the value of secret prayer? 


4. What is characteristic of the prayers 
of the heathen? 


5. What is the idea behind the prayers 
of the heathen? 

6. How do you differentiate between 
importunity and vain repetition? 

7. How are the three stages of prayer 
represented by our Lord? 


8. Where else in the Gospels have we 
the teaching of Matthew 7:7-11? 


9. Why is the question of stones for 
bread and serpents for fish introduced? 


10. Whom does James present as an 
example of a man of prayer? 


(Answers on page 173) 
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much knocking. What a picture of God 
and His people at work together! 

There is also a fellowship of prayer. 
We are exhorted to “bear ... one an- 
other’s burdens” (Gal. 6:2), and the 
ministry of prayer affords us rich oppor- 
tunity to do so. Those who hold office 
in the church are under special obliga- 
tion in this respect, and must be ready 
on call to enter into the needs of the 
saints, lifting holy hands on behalf of 
their brethren. Sickness is such a sit- 
uation, when prayer may be supported 
by the practice of anointing. Such times 
ought to be occasions of heart-search- 
ing, and where sin has crept in there 
ought to be the double blessing of spir- 
itual recovery and physical recovery. 
There is no magic or sacramental grace 
in the oil. But through the grace of 
God, a righteous man’s prayers count 
with God. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1, Pitfalls in prayer (Matt. 6:5-8) 
2. Progress in prayer (chap. 7:7-11) 
3. Power in prayer (Jas, 5: 13-16) 


Topics for Development 

Secret Prayer. In the light of His 
statement in Matthew 6:5, 6, are we to 
conclude that our Lord would have con- 
demned Daniel for prayer with his win- 
dow open, where all could see him? 
(Dan. 6:10.) The situation was entirely 
different. Whereas the public praying 
of the hypocrites was to obtain the plau- 
dits of men, Daniel prayed as he did 
in order to maintain a testimony to his 
God, and refused to go into hiding when 
praying jeopardized his life. With Dan- 
iel it was a question of faithfulness and 
courage, not of hypocrisy. When we 
fee] the urge to pray in public, let us 
examine our motive, whether it is to 
exalt the Lord or to exalt ourselves. And 
when we decide to do our praying in 
secret, let us examine our motive, 
whether it is humility or cowardice. 

Stones and Serpents. There is, of 
course, a superficial resemblance be- 
tween a loaf (of the Palestinian variety) 
and a flat stone, and between some kinds 
of fish and a serpent. But why the 
question about stones for bread and ser- 
pents for fish? On the face of it men 
do not make such substitutions for their 
children. Then surely God will not, as 
our Lord emphasizes. Theoretically we 
admit that. Then why introduce the 
question at all? Because we so often think 
that God does that very thing. We ask 
for strength, and He presents us with 
an impossible task; for courage, and He 
brings us into the place of danger; for 
patience, and He sends affliction; for 
faith, and He strips us of our worldly 
resources. Stones for bread! Serpents 
for fish! Oh, no. These are just the 
wrappings in which the bread and fish 
come. Accept what He gives, and you 
will find the bread and the fish are there, 
Sweet as the manna of Heaven, 
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Practical Applications 

Only those who are practiced in secret 
prayer have a right to engage in public 
prayer. 

Repetition is good pedagogy, but too 
much of it is boring; so in prayer there 
is a difference between the repetition of 
importunity and the vain repetition of 
formalism. 

Do not remain in the primary class 
of prayer, but enter the advanced 
courses, Add seeking to your asking, 
and knocking to your seeking. This is 
the pathway to new worlds. 

Do not judge God’s answers to prayer 
by the wrappings. The gift within is 
rare and precious, 

Physica] recovery and spiritual recov- 
ery should go hand in hand. 


Golden Text 

1 John 5:14—“And this is the confi- 
dence that we have in him, that, if we 
ask any thing according to his will,. he 
heareth us.” How can we know whether 
or not we are asking “according to his 
will”? See Colossians 1:9. A prerequi- 
site of such knowledge is a _ sincere 
abandonment to His will, and a desire 
for nothing but His will. This induces 
great confidence in prayer. 

Extmuurst, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuGcEsTED HyMNS 
“Jesus, Thou Joy of Loving Hearts” 
“What a Friend We Have in Jesus” 
“Take Time To Be Holy” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our holy, 
Heavenly Father, whose ear is open to 
Thy people’s cry, we thank Thee for all 
blessings received in answer to prayer. 
Forgive us when we pray without heart 
and sincerity, when prayer is mere 
words. Show us our needs, needs of 
our dear ones, of our church, our land, 
and the world so that we may be driven 
to our knees. Set all Thy people pray- 
ing and answer abundantly beyond what 
they ask, to the praise of Thy name and 
the deliverance of our needy world. Oh, 
that Thy name might be hallowed, Thy 
Kingdom come, and Thy will be done 
here on earth, as we are taught to pray. 
Remember today all who are hard 
pressed by want, sickness, or any earthly 
woe, Draw out their faith to Thyself, 
cheer their spirits, and work out Thy 
best for each one. Bless our study of 
Thy Word now and keep and guide us 
through this week that our lives may 
serve Thy will and bring honor to our 
Saviour. Amen, 
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After the Lesson.—The last words of 
our lesson today are these: “The effec- 
tual fervent prayer of a righteous man 
availeth much.” The Weymouth New 
Testament puts it this way, “The heart- 
felt supplication of a righteous man ex- 
erts a mighty influence.” 

Back in the thirties a group of Chris- 
tian businessmen in Charlotte, N. C., 
were impressed that their city needed a 
united evangelistic campaign. But three 
years of pressing the ministers to under- 
take it failed to get their united effort. 
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The businessmen therefore gathered, fifty 
Strong, for special prayer. One man 
present was the father of Billy Graham. 
For eighteen hours they fasted and 
prayed. At first they asked God to 
send an evangelist to them who would 
shake their city. Later they found them- 
selves praying for the blessing to reach 
out to their whole state. Before the 
meeting ended, their prayer was that 
God would start a movement in their 
city that would shake the nation and 
the world. Following this time of prayer 
those men were led to organize a city- 
wide campaign themselves and to call 
Dr. Moredecai Ham to preach. His 
preaching stirred up opposition, but God 
stood by and 6,400 people professed con- 
version in that city of 100,000. Among 
the converts was a teen-ager named 
Billy Graham, the Billy Graham God 
was to use twenty years later to move 
even conservative old London, England. 
From prayer for God to start a work 
that would reach out to the nation and 
the world came Billy Graham and his 
soul-saving work at home and abroad, 
and the end is not yet. 

“The heartfelt supplication of a right- 
eous man exerts a mighty influence.” 
Therefore let us pray. 

Cavcary, ALTA., CAN. 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“. . they love to pray ... in the 
Synagogues and in the streets” 
(Matt. 6:5).—These words do not con- 
tradict those found in 1 Timothy 2:8: 
“IT will therefore that men pray every 
where.” Our Lord prayed in public 
(John 6:11; 11:41, 42). The Apostle 
Paul prayed in the presence of others 
(Acts 27:35). 

The Lord who knows the hearts of 
all men revealed the motive of the hypo- 
crites in choosing public places for the 
exercise of their private devotions, viz.: 
“that they may be seen of men.” 

For his private devotions, the sincere 
disciple of the Lord Jesus will seek a 
closet or some other secluded spot in 
which to pray to the Father in secret, 
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where he will be seen only by Him who 
“seeth in secret.” 

When a closet was not available, the 
Son of God “went out, and departed into 
a solitary place, and there prayed” 
(Mark 1:35). 

“Where do you find a place to pray 
in?” someone asked a godly sailoron board 
a whaling ship. “Oh,” said he, “I can al- 
ways find a quiet spot at the masthead!” 

Dr. T. M. Morsey once said: “The 
word for ‘closet’ here is quite interesting. 
In Luke 12:24 the same word is trans- 
lated ‘storehouse.’ ‘Enter into thy store- 
house. What a wonderful name for 
your prayer closet! It is your store- 
house. There are all your provisions, 
When we visited my grandmother on the 
farm, she would go out to the store- 
house and bring back a pan and her 
apron full of good things. What a din- 
ner we would have! Our prayer closet 
is our ‘storehouse.’ In there God has 
provision for .every need (Phil. 4:19). 
Your prayer closet is where you go for 
every need. If you practice making your 
prayer closet your storehouse, God will 
supply your needs and when you come 
out, you come out bringing the ‘bacon.’” 

“_. the heathen ... think that they 
shall be heard for their much speaking” 
(Matt. 6:7).—How often the liberals re- 
mind us that the heathen have their 
own religion, and that it would be a 
kindness to keep missionaries from them. 

All such reasoning amounts to a re- 
flection on the infallible wisdom of Him 
who is the “wisdom of God” (1 Cor. 
1:24). He tells us the heathen are mis- 
taken in their thoughts on prayer. They 
think they shall be heard for their much 
speaking. As long as they indulge such 
thoughts, they waste their time, effort, 
and breath. Would it not be a kindness 
to tell them the truth? 

However, those of us who name the 
name of the Lord should not use vain 
(empty, fruitless) repetitions. This is 
not to discourage prayers of consider- 
able length; for the Lord Himself spent 
whole nights in prayer (Luke 6:12); 
but His prayers did not consist of vain 
repetitions; nor did He think He was 
heard because of the length of His 
prayers. 

His words are not directed against 
importunate prayer; for we know He 
advocated that type of praying (Luke 
11:5-10). And the Apostle Paul en- 
joined us to “pray without ceasing” (1 

Thess. 5:17). 

When we pray, whether our fervent 
prayers are long or short, they are di- 
rected to our Father who knows our 
needs before we ask Him. 

A bedridden friend of mine—now with 
the Lord—eagerly desired a 20-volume 


set of Spurgeon’s sermons. He made it 
a matter of definite prayer. 
He wrote and asked an _ interested 


party the cash price of the set. The 
answer was, “Ten dollars!” Reasonable 
as that was, my friend did not have that 
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amount of money—but told no one about 
it. He continued to pray. 


A Christian friend visited him the day 
he heard the price of the books. Sev- 
eral other letters arrived in that de- 
livery of mail. In one of them was a 
check for $10—the exact price of the de- 
sired volumes. Then the patient told 
the visitor of his exercise regarding 
the books. The visitor was much aston- 
ished at the plainness of God’s hand in 
the matter. “Well,” he said, “I have 
often heard of such things and have 
frequently read of them, but never be- 
fore have I been brought into personal 
contact with them.” 


“Ade .... coak....@né... knock... © 
(Matt. 7:7).—Solomon asked for wisdom, 
and was given it generously (1 Kings 
3:12, 13); “If any of you lack wisdom, 
let him ask of God, that giveth to all 
men liberally, and upbraideth not; and 
it shall be given him” (Jas. 1:5). 

David said, “When thou saidst, Seek 
ye my face; my heart said unto thee, 
Thy face, Lord, will I seek” (Psa. 27:8). 
And He was found of him. 


Peter knocked at the door, and con- 
tinued knocking, and it was opened to 
him (Acts 12:13-16). “Knock, and it 
shall be opened unto you.” The Lord 
does not always give us as, and when, 
we expect. He knows perfectly what, 
how, and when to give—and give He 
will! 

A man over eighty stood up in a 
prayer meeting, and said, “My friends, 
I should like to share with you my great 
joy today. I must tell you that sixty- 
five years ago I knelt by my dying 
mother’s bed; and she said to me: ‘You 
are the only one in the family who 
knows the Lord Jesus Christ as Sav- 
iour, so I commend your father and 
brothers to you. Pray for them every 
day until they are saved.’ This morn- 
ing I received a letter from my remain- 
ing brother, in which he said he had 
the very best news to tell me—he was 
saved!” Only eternity will reveal all 
the reasons why the Lord kept that dear 
man waiting sixty-five years for the an- 
swer to that unselfish prayer. 


“And the prayer of faith shall save 
the sick .. .” (Jas. 5:15).—If, after the 
person who is ill has called for the elders 
—not a healer—and they have prayed 
over him, and he is not healed, it is 
evident that either it was not the Lord’s 
will or that the prayer was not the 
prayer of faith. It is faith the Lord 
honors—not faith in the means, not faith 
in the absence of means—but faith in 
Himself and in His Word. The prayer 
of faith cannot be worked up. It must 
come down from the Lord Himself. 

“The Lord may give distinct light as 
to His mind that will enable one... to 
ask with assurance, without the possi- 
bility of denial. If we are near enough 
to God for this, we have cause indeed 
to be thankful; but we had better be 
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humble about it, and be very sure that 
we have it before we claim it” (Numeri- 
cal Bible). 


Wawona, CALIF. 
we 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, some time ago in a for- 

mer lesson on prayer, I tried to 
illustrate the wonderful privilege and 
power of prayer by comparing it to 
Aladdin’s lamp, by means of which the 
owner, by rubbing, could call up a 
genie who would grant any request or 
produce anything that might be desired. 
The illustration is weak, because in the 
first place the story of Aladdin’s lamp 
is untrue, while the power of prayer 
is real. In the second place, Aladdin -in 
the story used the lamp only for selfish 
purposes and fantastic extravagance, 
while the power of prayer is enhanced 
by self-forgetfulness and humility. Also 
remember that the lamp could be used 
by only one person at a time, while all 
others were denied its “benefits.” 
Prayer is open to all. 

Too, the imaginary wonders of the 
lamp, even if they had been true, could 
not compare with the marvelous things 
that have been wrought by prayer. 

Prayer does. for you what you could 
never do for yourself. I never realized 
this fact so fully as when one night 
Mrs. Smith and I were caught in a bliz- 
zard on top of the continental divide 
between Laramie and Cheyenne, Wyo. 
As the sun was setting clear and there 
were no warnings of bad weather, we 
decided to cross the mountain and spend 
the night in Cheyenne. The road was 
good and it was moonlight, but by the 
time we reached the broad plateau at 
the top a snowstorm came up and 
quickly covered the road. Car wheels 
began to slide. There were quite a num- 
ber of cars in line and some turned back 
to Laramie. The snowplow came along 
and got in front of us, so we decided 
to follow it. But as our wheels were 
slipping some, the snowplow went far 
ahead and the snowfall became so heavy 
that its tracks were covered. 

Then other cars in the line decided to 
turn back and we thought best to do 
so, too. But in trying to make the turn 
our car backed off the turnpike into 
a four- or five-foot drift. The wind was 
blowing a fifty-mile gale, the snow was 
sweeping across in a horizontal sheet, 
temperature was flat on zero. By this 
time it was midnight; all the other cars 
had disappeared from the scene and the 
snowplow was miles away on its way 
to Cheyenne. 

There we were, hopelessly bogged in 
the snowdrift, and no prospect of help. 
Humanly speaking, we were as good as 
frozen to death, for there was not enough 
gas to keep the heater on until next 
morning. “Well,” we said, “this is it; 
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but we can ask the Lord to protect us,” 
and surely we two were agreed as touch- 
ing that request! 

About thirty minutes later we saw the 
flicker of headlights coming from the 
Cheyenne direction. It was the snow- 
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Mr. Smith has illustrated four of his 
books with Little Jetts: 

“The Little Jetts Bible’ (Old Tes- 
tament). 

“The Little Jetts New Testament.” 

“The Little Jetts Youth Talks.” 

“The Pilgrim’s Progress,” rewritten, 
simplified, and abbreviated for young 
people. 

The price for each book is $2, post- 
paid. 

May be ordered from Wade C. 
Smith, Weaverville, N. C. 

(A special etching on the fiyleaf 
with autograph of the author if re- 
quested.) 
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plow! It had come upon a bus spread 
across the highway, and being unable 
to get around it, or to pull it straight, 
had been obliged to turn and come back 
toward Laramie. Coming alongside of 
us it backed up, attached a chain, and 
pulled us into the road and we followed 
the snowplow back to Laramie. By 
three am. we were in a warm, com- 
fortable bed in a Laramie hotel, thank- 
ing the Lord for His wonderful answer 
to our prayer—turning that snowplow 
back! Next morning, under a clear sky, 
we made the trip comfortably across 
the Great Divide, as the road had been 
cleared of snow, and counted twenty- 
three cars stranded beside the highway. 

But, fellows, I would do you a poor 
service to leave you thinking that prayer 
is only for tight places. It is also for 
the times when the air is balmy, the sun 
is shining, and the way seems all clear. 
Right there is where you are apt to 
make your worst mistake. I am con- 
fident that if we had made that night 
trip a special matter of prayer, we would 
not have embarked upon it. Indeed, our 
prayer practice should be in all sea- 
sons: morning, noon, and night. It is 
so easy to pray. Even as we walk along 
the street we can talk with God. Enoch 
walked with God. No enterprise is hin- 
dered by taking time for prayer; no 
effort is thwarted or delayed, unless it 
is an unwise one. In fact, every good 
thing is enhanced, every success is glo- 
rified by prayer. It just means that God 
is in charge of your program, and He 
makes no mistakes. 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


THE POWER OF PRAYER 

ET us begin our class this morning 

with the card on “Bible Study.” 1 
This time I’ll ask the questions. Put 
up your hand each time, if you can an- 
swer from memory. I am glad to see that 
some of you know these verses already. 
I know you will all find them worth 
learning. Suppose you copy the refer- 
ence down of one of them that you do 
not know, and take it home. Then you 
can learn it out of your Bible some eve- 
ning this week. 

Today let us think particularly about 
the ninth question: “What is a good 
prayer to make before opening the 
Bible?” Answer: “Open thou mine 
eyes, that I may behold wondrous things 
out of thy law” (Psa. 119:18). Our first 
lesson this year was on the Bible, and 
very closely related. We must study 
all this quarter. Our lesson today is 
on prayer. Bible study and prayer are 





1The Scripture catechism cards, “Bible 
Study.” are twenty cents a dozen, postpaid, 
and may be ordered from V. D. Gunderson, 
Box 717, Ferndale, Wash. 
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very closely related. We must study 
God’s Word if our prayers are to be 
according to His will, but Bible study 
must be done prayerfully if it is to be 
a real blessing to us. 

The first kind of prayer we are going 
to read about is secret prayer, the quiet 
time that each of us needs if we are 
to be growing Christians. I have found 
it helpful to start with the Bible prayer 
we just read, “Open thou mine eyes, 
that I may behold wondrous things out 
of thy law”; then to read some Scripture 
verses slowly enough for me to take in 
the meaning as the Lord answers my 
prayer. And after that to pray for 
other things. 

Let us read Matthew 6:5-8. In the 
time of Christ, the Jews admired people 
who were very religious. Today we are 
not admired for being religious, so we’re 
not tempted to pray on the street. But 
I believe verse 5 still has a message for 
us. Our object in doing anything should 
never be to be seen of others. If it is, 
there will be no future reward for that 
act. 

Verse 6 lets us know that God rewards 
prayer. Isn’t that wonderful! Prayer 
is one of our greatest earthly privileges, 
yet it is something God will reward. 
This verse tells us the kind of prayers 
that God rewards: those that we offer 
when we're alone, where nothing will 
distract us. If you girls are like I am, 
many of your prayers are telegraphic. 
How we should thank God that He hears 
and answers brief prayers that we utter 
suddenly when we need help of some 
kind! But someone has said that busi- 
ness cannot always be transacted by 
telegraph. And the Lord’s business is 
certainly like that. We need to take 
time alone with Him to pray for our 
families and our friends, saved and un- 
saved. We should pray for all the mis- 
sionaries we know, and for the Lord’s 
work everywhere. If we do, He will 
reward us. Isn’t that worth while? 

I gnce worked with a good-natured 
Roman Catholic girl. She was always 


pleasant, but, unhappily, not careful to ° 


speak the truth. Once I. was present 
when she told a lie to our employer. 
I spoke to her about this afterward, but 
she said, “Oh, that’s all right. I'll just 
say fifty extra Ave Maria’s to make up 
for it.” Verse 7 here in Matthew 6 
shows that her idea was heathenish. 
Saying prayers over and over means 
nothing to God, unless we are really 
praying from our hearts. If we take 
time to pray quietly to God from our 
hearts, we will be rewarded. 

Now let us read Matthew 7:7-11. Here 
is another encouragement to pray. I had 
a non-Christian college professor who 
said that he believed in prayer, for he 
thought it had a good effect on the per- 
son who prayed. Girls, I don’t pray 
because praying does me good, but be- 
cause God answers prayer! Prayer is 
not just a religious exercise; it is get- 
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ting into touch with the one who is all- 
powerful, and who is willing to use His 
power on our behalf. Verses 7 and 8 
of this chapter could not be more em- 
phatic about this, and the other three 
verses we read here show God’s readi- 
ness to give good things to His children. 

James 5:13-18 gives more light on 
prayer. Here we read about the prayer 
of faith. God wants us to pray believ- 
ing that He is both able and willing to 
do what we ask, if it be His will. How 
can we get more faith? Reading God’s 
Word is one way. Reading Christian 
biographies, such as lives of mission- 
aries, is another, and the third way is 
to pray yourself and get answers from 
the Lord. Every answer to prayer you 
get strengthens your faith. I used to 
keep a thanksgiving book. It was just 
a dime store notebook, but in it I wrote 
down the things I was praying for, and 
later put down the answers. It really 
was a thanksgiving book, for I was 
amazed at the number of prayers God 
answered in a comparatively short period 
of time. If you girls start a thanks- 
giving book, you’ll find it a real bless- 
ing to you. I wish I still kept one, but 
now I have so many things to pray for 
that it would take too much time. to 
write them all down. 

Notice, “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” We 
know we are not righteous in ourselves, 
but that all our righteousness is in 
Christ. Yet I think that here the Lord 
is calling attention to something else. 
Our lives must be righteous. That is, 
we must be busy doing right things, not 
wrong ones. We must be obedient to 
Him if we want our prayers answered. 
I have several nieces and nephews. 
When they’re good, their parents will 
do anything they can to give them pleas- 
ure. But when one of them has been 
naughty, I have heard my sister say, 
“No, I can’t do anything for you until 
you’re good.” Sometimes I’m afraid the 
Lord has to say that to us. Once I was 
asking the Lord for something. At the 
same time I would not do something I 
knew He wanted me to do. It seemed 
as if the Lord said to me, “You will not 
do what I am asking you to do, yet you 
are asking Me to do something for you. 
Is that fair?” When I obeyed the Lord, 
He answered my prayer. 

Let us remember that prayer must be 
in the name of the Lord Jesus, that it 
is rewarded, is answered, that it should 
be in faith, and last, supported by a 
righteous life. Then let us spend more 
time in prayer, and we and our friends 
will be better for it both now and for- 
ever. 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
we 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
The Mighty Force of Prayer—And 

this is the confidence that we have in 
him, that, if we ask any thing accord- 
ing to his will, he heareth us (1 John 
5:14, Golden Text). A Christian lady 
told the following at a women’s meet- 
ing: “I have never really understood 
what a mighty force prayer could be 
until a godly old man said to me: ‘Re- 
member, nothing lies outside the reach 
of prayer except that which lies out- 
side the will of God.’ It was such a 
great truth that the more I pondered 
on it, the more I wanted to put it into 
practice. It is true, praise God, that 
if we go on with Him in simplicity, 
having everything in our lives right be- 
fore Him, He will answer us in such a 
way that we will be glad for the blest 
privilege of making sacrifices daily, to 
enable us to have more time to pray.” 
—Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. 


No Squeak!—That they may be seen 
of men (Matt. 6:5). Humorous inci- 
dents happen even on the mission field. 
I think it was in an African village a 
native Christian went to the village mer- 
chant to purchase a pair of shoes. He 
was fitted out with a suitable pair, and 
went away happy. Some weeks later 
he brought the shoes back. “Didn’t they 
fit all right?” asked the merchant. “Yes.” 
“But were they not good shoes?” Again 
the answer was, “Yes.” “Then why are 
you returning them?” The answer was, 
“They don’t have any squeak.” It ap- 
peared that the man wanted a pair of 
shoes that would squeak when he walked 
up the aisle of the church. He wanted 
something that would draw attention to 
himself. That type of Christian is as 
old as the church.—From Christian 
Union Herald. Sent by B. M. Dobbin, 
Richmond, Kans. 


The Shut Door.—Enter into thy closet, 
and when thou hast shut thy door, pray 
to thy Father (Matt. 6:6). 


Lord, I have shut the door; 
Speak now the word 

Which in the din and throng 
Could not be heard; 

Hush now my inner heart; 
Whisper Thy will, 

While I have come apart, 
While all is still. 

Lord, I have shut the door; 
Strengthen my heart; f 

Yonder awaits the task— t 
I share a part; 

Only through grace bestowed i 
May I be true; 7 

Here, while alone with Thee, 
My strength renew. ? 


—From William M. Runyan. Sent by f 
Nena T. Dickerson, Chillicothe, Il. ‘7 


Effective Praying.—But when ye pray, 
use not vain repetitions, as the heathen a 
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Sail With Us to Alaska 
For Your ’55 Vacation 





S. S. Chilcotin 


Can you plan your summer trip for 
the period July 5 to 29? If so, we'll 
take you to Alaska on the Christian 
Fellowship Cruise. 


There is no better warm-weather 
vacationland than Alaska, where the 
bracing cold air every morning and 
evening, and the sunny July days of 
the North Country are as delightful 
as can be. The scenery is magnifi- 
cent and the peaceful cruise through 
the Inside Passage for 10 days aboard 
ship is an experience you will always 
treasure. 


Besides the grandeur of the jour- 
ney, you are bound to enjoy the fel- 
lowship of the trip. During the past 
two decades, the Sunday School 
Times readers have joined hands for 
a vacation in a remarkable fellow- 
ship. Everyone, without exception, 
has been thoroughly pleased, encour- 
aging us to go again in 1955. Our 
favorite summer trip is to Alaska on 
the trim new Canadian ship, the 
S.S. Chilcotin, of Union Steamships, 
Ltd., Vancouver. It is a very ex- 
pensive pleasure ship, started as an 
all-steel Corvette, completed at war’s 
end as a luxurious passenger liner, 
modern and attractive inside and 
out, completely air-conditioned; and 
cruising on her is as much fun as 
aboard a private yacht. 


The Christian Fellowship Cruises 
are always popular and successful. 
Those who go find wonderful people 
who remain life-long friends. The 
leader of the 1955 trip will be Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President of this publication. 


An illustrated folder describing the 
1955 cruise has been published. It 
is free and you are invited to send 
for it. You will enjoy reading about 
the trip, and if, after reading the 
story, you decide to join our party, 
you will be most welcome. For 
“Alaska” folder, please write to Mr. 
Harry J. Jaeger. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
325 North 13th Street 
Philadelphia 5 
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do: for they think that they shall be 

heard for their much speaking (Matt. 

6:7). 

It is not the arithmetic of our prayers— 
that is, How many? 

It is not the rhetoric of our prayers— 
How eloquent? 

It is not the geometry of our prayers— 
How long? 

It is not the music of our prayers— 
How argumentative? 

It is not the method of our prayers— 
How orderly? 

But how fervent and how believing are 
our prayers? 

—From Christian Digest. Sent by Mrs. 

Herman L, Robertson, High Point, N. C. 

Prize illustration. 


The Door Is Always Open.—Knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you (Matt. 
7:7). There is said to be a chapel in 
St. Peter’s at Rome, the door of which 
is opened only once in twenty-five years. 
One can imagine the gathering of pil- 
grims as the time approaches, all of 
them eager to pray, after the long in- 
terval, in a place considered to be of 
special sanctity. Suppose our prayers 
could only be offered, or would only be 
heard, once in a quarter of a century. 
How eagerly we should anticipate the 
time! How we should wait for it, and 
long for it, and prepare for it! But be- 
cause the door is always open we fail to 
enter.—From the Sunday at Home, Sent 
by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


A Marvelous Answer.—And the prayer 
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord 
shall raise him up; and if he have com- 
mitted sins, they shall be forgiven him 
(Jas. 5:15). During the flood of 1937 
on the Ohio River, 200,000 people in 
Louisville were forced out of their 
homes. Jack was one of those thousands, 
Because he knew how to drive a truck 
he was put to work by the Red Cross. 
It rained constantly and Jack got wet 
from head to toe. One day he came 
home to his parents sick with a high 
fever. Pneumonia developed. Two of 
the best doctors in the city were called, 
nurses were provided, and all was done 
that human skill could do. But one 
morning the doctors came from the sick 
room and said, “We have done all that 
we can do. His fever is 105 degrees. He 
is delirious, and we offer you no hope.” 
It was Sunday, and, in every church that 
was open in our city, prayer was offered 
for Jack. Dr. John R. Sampey, speaking 
over a national hook-up in Atlanta, asked 
prayers for Jack. At one o'clock the 
doctors came back to see him. In a 
few minutes they came out saying, “It’s 
a miracle. The fever is gone, and he 
is sleeping like a baby.” Yes, God an- 
swers prayer. Jack is now a happy 
Christian, a deacon in his church, and a 
successful businessman today.—F rom the 
Rev. E. S. Estes, in a church bulletin. 
Sent by Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, Monticello, 


Miss. 
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How He Persuaded So Many.—And 
pray one for another. ... The effectual 
fervent prayer of a righteous man avail- 
eth much (Jas. 5:16). A Chinaman 
brought a number of his friends to the 
mission. When asked how he succeeded 
in getting so many to come, he said: 
“I got on my knees and talkee, talkee, 
talkee. Then I got up and walkee, 
walkee, walkee.” Pray and then work. 
Prayer without works is vain. Praying 
without working, like working without 
praying, is dead. Let us all talkee and 
walkee.—From the Herald. Sent by the 
Rev. Guru Manickam, Woriur, Tiruchin- 
opalli, S. India, 


For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
When We Pray (Luke 18:9-14) 


HOW a picture of President Eisen- 

hower’s grandchildren, such as the 
one on the cover of Newsweek, April 
19, 1954.1 Would you like to be these 
children? For a while they lived in the 
White House with their grandfather, and 
could talk and visit with him every day. 
If you and your father were in Wash- 
ington, D. C., could you go to the White 
House, knock on the door, and go in to 
talk with the President? Oh, no, he 
is too busy to stop his work and listen 
to all the boys and girls who would like 
to talk to him! He is too busy to let 
even his own grandchildren come any 
time they would like to talk to him. 

It would be wonderful to talk to the 
President of the United States. How 
much more wonderful it is to talk to 
the President of the whole world—I 
mean God! Anyone in His big family 
can come any time. And anyone else 
can come who really wants to, if he 
comes in the right way. We must have 
the right person bring us to God, be- 
cause we are not good enough to come 
by ourselves (John 14:6). That is why 
we pray in the Lord Jesus’ name. 

Can God, way off in Heaven, hear me 
talk to Him? Is He so busy that I must 
not bother Him? Suppose I am praying 
in my house at the same time that you 
are praying in your house. Can He 
hear us both? And maybe somebody 
over in Russia is praying in Russian at 
the same time, Can He listen to us all 
in any language? (If you have kept 
the points developed in the lesson on 
God, refer to those attributes of God 
that are concerned with prayer.) 

Prayer is a wonderful radio system to 
Heaven. I suppose we might say it is 
a television system from the Heaven 
side. The Lord Jesus told of two men 
who went into the Temple to pray. One 
was a proud Pharisee, who was sure he 
was all right in God’s sight. The other 





1It may be procured from a public library. 
Consult the ‘‘Readers’.Guide to Periodical Lit- 
erature” for other or more recent pictures, 
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was a tax collector, who was a despised 
man because he made the taxes too big. 
The Pharisee stood up to pray: “God, 
I thank You that I am not like other 
people, stealing, unfair, taking other 
men’s wives, or even like this tax col- 
lector. I go without food twice a week. 
I give one-tenth of all I get.” The tax 
collector was standing way off. He 


would not look up to Heaven. He was 
beating his chest, saying: “God, take 
pity on me. I am a sinner.” The Lord 


said that this man went down to his 
house, right with God, rather than the 
other one. Why do you think God 
counted the “bad” man better than the 
“good” man? Was he like the prodigal 
son? 

The friends of the Lord Jesus were 
not sure how to talk to God in Heaven 
and what to say. One day they said, 
“Lord, teach us to pray” (Luke 11:1, 
Memory Verse). We need to pray that 
Same prayer. The Lord Jesus in the 
Bible answers us as He did His friends 
of long ago. He taught them the Lord’s 
Prayer. Is that at all like the Phari- 
see’s prayer? Is it like the tax collec- 
tor’s prayer? One part is. There is 
someone besides the Lord Jesus who 
helps us pray. (The Holy Spirit.) 

Would you like to make a list\of what 
we know: and what we learn about 
prayer? You can start with what the 
Lord’s Prayer tells us to talk about. Put 
the references for the week (Matt. 6:5-15; 
7:7-11; Mark 9: 14-29; Luke 18:9-14; John 
14:13-17; Jas. 5:13-18; 1 John 5:14, 15) 
on the outline of a kneeling child. On 
the back of the paper pupils may write 
answers to prayer which they receive 
during the week. “And this is the con- 
fidence that we have in him, that, if 
we ask any thing according to his will, 
he heareth us” (1 John 5:14, Golden 
Text). 


Orono, MAINE. 
we 


This Week's Questions Answered 
(The questions are on page 167) 
1. He loves to pray in public for dis- 
play. 
2. Daniel’s motive was faithfulness, not 
show. 


3. It makes for sincere dealings with 
God. 


4. Vain repetition. 

5. The accumulation of merit. 

6. Importunity is a mark of faith and 
patience, while vain repetition is a mark 
of ignorance. 

7. By asking, seeking, and knocking. 

8. Luke 11:9-13. 


9. To reinforce the teaching of the fol- 
lowing verse, and because God’s answers 
sometimes seem like stones for bread. 


10. Elijah (5:17, 18), 
E_muourst, Itt, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


BOY attended a Five Day Club (an 

abbreviated Daily Vacation Bible 
School) in Toronto. Later he said, 
“Jesus changed my life. I don’t do the 
things I did before. And when Satan 
comes to tempt me to do wrong, I pray, 
‘Jesus, Jesus, Jesus—and Satan gets nerv- 
ous and goes away from me.’” Oh, the 
beautiful simplicity of prayer! Dear 
teacher, pray that you may know the 
very best way to teach this important 
doctrine to the children committed to 
your care. Absorb yourself in the study 
of prayer, that you yourself may know 
how to pray. \ 

Someone has said, 

Prayer is so simple, 

It is like quietly opening a door 

And slipping into the very presence of God, 

There in the stillness 

To listen for His voice, 

Perhaps to petition, 

Or only to listen; 

It matters not; 

Just to be there, 

In His presence, 

Is prayer! 

During the worship period do you 
ever have the problem of irreverence at 
prayer time? Possibly it is your fault. 
Do you cause the children to realize 
that they are entering into the very 
presence of the God of the whole uni- 
verse? They know that during an audi- 
ence with the Queen of England, the 
Subject bows low and does honor to Her 
Majesty. By constantly reminding your 
children of the necessity of doing honor 
to our Father in Heaven, they will come 
to respect Him. We bow our heads low 
to honor Him; we close our eyes tight 
so we will think of nothing or no one 
but Him. Some have used the familiar 
poem with motions to bring the chil- 
dren into a reverent attitude: 

We fold our hands that we may be 

(fold hands) 

From all our work and play set free. 

We close our eyes that we may see 

(close eyes) 
Nothing to take our thoughts from Thee. 
We bow our heads as we draw near 

(bow heads) 

The King of kings, our Saviour dear. 
Beware, however, lest the poem become 
so familiar that the children rattle off 
the words, unmindful of the significant 
meaning. 

So important is the doctrine of prayer; 
so necessary it is for young children to 
learn how to pray, for what to pray, 
when to pray; such a vital exercise of 
the entire Christian life is prayer; so 
few mature Christians there are who 
know really how to pray—yet how many 
there are who can say prayers—that it 
would be well if, during the worship 
period for the next three months (ex- 
cluding Easter Sunday), time could be 
taken to teach some lessons on the sub- 
ject. The twelve-lesson series entitled 
“Learning To Pray the Bible Way”! 
would be excellent for this purpose, The 
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true stories of answered prayer would 
encourage the children to pray. The 
colorful cutouts for the flannel board will 
be a treat to your Primary learners. 
The younger the child the greater his 
faith. Teach your children to pray! 

If you have children who have not 
yet committed the Lord’s Prayer to 
memory, you will do well to use flan- 
nelgraph figures 2 in teaching the mean- 
ing of this prayer. Teach only a verse 
a week, of course. 

Emphasize when teaching the assigned 
lesson story (Luke 18:9-14) the dra- 
matic difference between being proud 
and being humble when we pray. Make 
sure the children understand that be- 
fore any prayer can be answered they 
must first of all receive the Lord Jesus 
Christ. as Saviour. Then, when enter- 
ing the presence of the Heavenly Father, 
we pray in the name of the Lord Jesus, 
confessing our sin and asking forgive- 
ness of sin (Psa. 66:18). Stress that 
while we can pray anywhere (1 Tim. 
2;8a) at any time, it is extremely im- 
portant that we should pray alone in 
secret (Matt. 6:6). It is when we are 
alone with God that we hear Him speak 
to us. He does not speak in a loud 
voice, but in a quiet, still voice in our 
hearts. If you, dear teacher, have 
known the joy of communion with God 
at a set time each day, you will not 
want to deny your children this same 
joy. Teach them to pray! 





1 International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 

2 Suede-graph, “The Lord’s Prayer” (Scrip- 
ture Press, 434 S. Wabash Ave., Chicago 5; 
$1.25). 
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The Young People’s 


Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, March 13 


3. 1 Corinthians 13 
(1 Cor. 13; 1 John 4:7-21) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HIS third in the series of “Treasures 
from the New Testament” focuses 
our attention on the great “Love Chap- 
ter” of 1 Corinthians, which has been 
called “the greatest thing in the world.” 
The chapter follows a discussion of the 
spiritual gifts granted to believers by 
the Holy Spirit, which discussion con- 
cludes with the admonition to desire or 
seek the best gifts. Yet, as Paul re- 
minds us here, there is something even 
better than anything he has mentioned. 
It is love, without which none of these 
other gifts will be of real or lasting 
value, 
we 
If we have been using the King James 
Version of the Bible, we may be puzzled 
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at first to find that the word “love” does 
not appear in the thirteenth chapter of 
1 Corinthians. Instead, we find the 
word “charity” used. There is a reason 
for this. When the King James Version 
was prepared, it is thought that the 
translators feared that the word “love” 
would have too much of the suggestion 
of mere earthly affection or fleshly lust 
and that therefore they chose the word 
“charity” as a symbol of pure or un- 
adulterated love. This word has since 
come to be particularly associated with 
benevolence or almsgiving, and we shall 
do well to use the word “love” in this 
chapter wherever “charity” appears. 
se 
In showing what he means by Chris- 
tian love, Paul first employs contrast, 
then later comparison. He was an elo- 
quent and forceful preacher, yet he 
points out that eloquence without love 
is mere noise (v. 1). 
ee 
So it is also with prophecy and knowl- 
edge and faith. Important as these are 
in the life of a believer, they become 
valueless if sincere love and concern 
are absent (v. 2). Even extreme benev- 
olence and self-sacrifice carry no weight 
without love (v. 3). It was said of Liv- 
ingstone that many of the natives in 
Africa could not understand a word that 
he said, yet they felt the love that moved 
him to undergo countless hardships to 
come to them seeking to help them. 
ve 
Now let us see some of the character- 
istics of the love here mentioned. First 
we learn that it is patient and kind (v. 
4). Some of us can be patient for a 
time, but by every unkind action let 
the other person know we are trying to 
be patient with him. Some of us may 
be kind for a while, but are short on 
patience. True love goes on and on be- 
ing both kind and patient. 
ye 
Love has no jealousy (v. 4). Can you 
sincerely rejoice in the success and ad- 
vancement that come to others? Even 
earnest Christians sometimes have trou- 
ble here, 
ve 
Do you get a certain satisfaction in 
letting others know about the good 
things you do, and feel resentful if you 
are not commended? This is not true 
love (v. 4). 
. 4 
Love is never rude or self-seeking, 
does not become irritated (v. 5). Love 
takes no satisfaction when others go 
wrong, or when injustices happen to 
others, even to those who may deserve 
them (v. 6). 
ve 
Love always seeks to believe the best, 
is always hopeful and patient (v. 7). 
we 
Love never fails. Admiration or re- 
spect or mere affection may change with 
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circumstances or as the response from 
another changes, but true love does not 
change and is not altered by the re- 
sponse or lack of response given. It is 
exemplified by God, who is love, in that 
He loves us in spite of what we are, and 
even when we do not love Him (1 John 
4:10). 
Se 

Of the great triumvirate, love is the 
greatest. Faith will some day be swal- 
lowed up in sight, and hope will be re- 
alized, but love will live on and on 
throughout all eternity (v. 13). 

Se 

However, if we are sincere, a chapter 
like this great thirteenth of 1 Corinthians 
will make us realize all the more keenly 
that we fall far short of God’s perfect 
standard for us. Dare we hope to attain 
to such a love as is here described? Hu- 
manly speaking, we cannot do so. All 
our striving and determination cannot 
bring us to this perfection. We shall 
have to be like Christ to have such a 
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love in our hearts, and this is just what 
God wants and expects of us—likeness 
to His Son. He never expects of us 
what He does not make possible for us, 
and Galatians 5:22, 23 is the key. 

Love like that described in 1 Corin- 
thians 13 is the fruit of the Spirit. It 
grows in us not by our straining and 
striving but by the life of the Vine, the 
Lord Jesus, flowing through us (John 
15:5). 


PHILADELPHIA. * 
we 


Preparing for Easter 
in Your Sunday School 


AVE you made plans for the Easter 

service for your Sunday schoo] this 
year? April 10 will be Easter Sunday, 
and the time for preparation is short. 

Two different Easter services arranged 
by Mary Brainerd Smith are available 
for your use this year. They are: “Doors 
the Risen Christ Opened,” and, “The 
Easter Command.” They provide re- 
sponsive Scripture readings for the en- 
tire school and for departmental groups; 
recitations for various departments; and 
original Easter hymns set to familiar 
hymn tunes, thus making special re- 
hearsals unnecessary. 

These two Easter services are in con- 
venient four-page folder form, and they 
may be had for the entire school at 35 
cents a dozen, or $2.50 a hundred. Sup- 
plies are limited, so mail your orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Ad- 
dress The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North 13th Street, Philadelphia 
5, stating the number of copies you de- 
sire. 

- % 


Hurricanes and Floods 
(Continued from second page) 


not to draw general conclusions from 
a particular case of God’s judgment when 
He said: “Suppose ye that these Gali- 
leans were sinners above all the Gali- 
leans, because they suffered such things? 
I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish” (Luke 
13:2-5). We also learn from the Book 
of Job that God allowed Satan to 
have certain power to afflict Job in 
his family, possessions, and body. One 
of the means the Devil used is indicated 
in Job 1:19: “And, behold, there came 
a great wind from the wilderness, and 
smote the four corners of the house, 
and it fell upon the young men, and 
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The Christian Parent Box SS Highland, Ill. 
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they are dead; and I only am escaped 
alone to tell thee.” 

It may be that the Lord is allowing 
the Devil to have greater power in the 
latter days of this present age, for pur- 
poses which we cannot fully understand. 
It may also be that God is bringing swift 
judgment upon some parts of the world 
for its sin, and thereby making “people 
realize their insignificance as compared 
to His power and as a result turn to 
Him as their Saviour.” 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M, Wadsworth, D.D. 





Dally Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


March 7 to 13 


Mon.—Luke 18:9-14. 
The Right Spirit in Prayer. 
PraYER SuccesTions: “Every one that 
exalteth himself shall be abased; and 
he that humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted.” The spirit of humility is the 
true spirit of prayer. Humility consists 
in having a true opinion of God and our- 
selves, and this correct concept is given 
in Holy Scripture. The publican’s hu- 
mility befits all suppliants at the throne 
of mercy. We must all take our places 
as sinners (even though we are par- 
doned) when we approach God in wor- 
ship and supplication. Have you a meek 
and lowly heart? Pray for a greater 
spirit of prayer for missionaries among 
your Christian acquaintances. 


Tues.—Mark 9:17-29. 
The Necessity of Prayer. 
PraYeR Succestions: “This kind can 
come forth by nothing, but by prayer 
and fasting.” Prayers that cost nothing 
are worth nothing. There must be some- 
thing plus art in prayer. Heart and 
soul and body must join together in 
supplications and intercessions, Draw- 
ing nigh with lips while the heart is 
far away may do for hypocrites, but it 
will never do for the pious, When you 
self deny, God -hears your cry. Think 
of what is implied in: “Ask . . . seek, 
and... knock.” Pray for Taylor Uni- 

versity, Upland, Ind. 


Wed.—Luke 18:1-8. 
Persistence in Prayer. 
PRAYER SuGcEsTIONs: “Continual com- 
ing.” When we are denied the bless- 
ing we seek from God, prayer should 
be continued until the answer comes. 
Daily watching at His gates is neces- 
sary when the only one to help is God. 
Don’t stop praying until God answers 
needful requests. Pray for a better 
spirit of prayer in your church, 
Thurs.—1 John 5:10-16. 
Being Confident in Prayer. 


Prayer Succestions: “And this is the 
confidence that we have in him, that, 


if we ask any thing according to his 
will, he heareth us.” Confidence in God 
is safer than confidence in prayer. We 
can put faith in prayer and come short 
of the blessing; but none can be con- 
founded who trusts in the Lord. And 
Bible trust is always coupled with obe- 
dience. Praying faith is faith that also 
works toward the answer to prayers, 
Do you major on the will of God in 
your prayers and practices? Do you 
get answers to your prayers? (See Psa. 
84:11.) Pray for a greater experience 
of the blessings that come by prayer. 


Fri.—Matthew 6:5-13. 
The Pattern Prayer. 


Prayer Succestions: “Our Father 
which art in heaven.” All prayer that 
God accepts must be according to the 
divine pattern. There is a due order 
in approaching God, and the first thing 
must be true humility. God “giveth 
grace unto the lowly.” The prayer of 
the publican is our example of humility. 
We must approach as sinners (even 
though pardoned), for we are all weak 
and sinful more than we realize. Folks 
who have left off using the Lord’s 
Prayer have robbed themselves, their 
families, friends, church, and the world 
by doing so. Our Lord’s great prayer 
(John 17) followed this pattern (vs. 1, 4, 
5, 22, 24). Pray that your prayers may 
become more Biblical. 


Sat.—Matthew 7:7-12. 
The Father’s Answer. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “How much more 
shall your Father which is in heaven 
give good things to them that ask him?” 
God has tied up His chiefest blessings 
to the ordinance of prayer. If we do not 
pray, we cannot have these greater bless- 
ings of His goodness. None can be saved 
without prayer, or understand the 
Scriptures (Rom. 10:13;° Psa. 119:18). 
There are many other immense bless- 
ings that wait on our prayers. Pray, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” 


Sun.—James 5:13-18. 
The Prayer of Faith. 


Prayer Succestions: “And _ the 
prayer of faith shall save the sick.” 
Here are two examples of the prayer 
of faith. The one by elders of the 
church over a sick Christian, and the 
prayers of Elijah for famine, and then 
for rain. Of the former, this: The 
prayer of faith was to be offered by 
“elders” not by one man, lest honor 
be given to man instead of God. Of 
the latter, this: Elijah asked God to 
judge the sinning nation first, and 
then to turn the nation back to Him- 
self by sending needful rain upon 
the earth. These petitions offered of 
God were wholly for the glory of 
God and not of man. Prayers of faith 
are prayers wholly within the will 
of God (see 1 John 5:14, 15). Pray 
for a spiritual awakening in your 
church, 
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